
SCENES AT NORFOLK AND WESTERN'S EXPERIMENTAL FARM AT IVOR.REAL ESTATE Ai

April. Showers in May In-
tcrfere With Many

Auction Sales.

OFFICE BUSINESS
IS QUITE ACTIVE

Conlractors Never Had More
Business on Hand.Increased

Prices for Matcrial and

Highcr Wages Scem
to Cut No

Figure.

Ualnstortus nnd Aprll showors ln

Mny have been tho order of tho weel:

just closed, and, as a naturai result,
weather has agaln h_U a bad effect on

tbo real estate business, c«Peclally that
pnrt of it which took In the auctlon
salo branch of tho business. Attrnc-
tlve publlc sales of properly were an¬

nounced for every dny ln tho week,
but along came the ralns, which. th-ovo
tbo prospectlv. buyors indoor., and the
clonuent auctioneers ln most cases

found themsolvcs without an nudlence.
A ninjority of tho snlen announced to
tako placo during the week wero de¬
clared off, or rather postponed to nu-
olher d:ty, nnd tho result is tho adver¬
tising columns ot the newspapers wlll
get another sllce nt the pie of per-
(lulsltes that liang around the nvernge
nuctlon snle. Somo dny, tnnybe, a real
estate. exchange will remedy Ihts dvil
of long Btandlng. Yes, somo day; but
at present somo day scems lo be away
down yonder on the long lano that
Hlfelchea oui lu the futuro.
Good Office Business Done.
However, notwlthstnndlng the bad

weather, tho real estnto agents havo
not been nt nll Idle. In their private
Offlce. they havo done a deal of busi¬
ness, and tho total of the snles of tbo
pnst week thnt hnve boen nctually
made foot up Botnething llke $200,000.
Whllo tho business of tlie week wns

pretty Kcncrally scattered throughout
the clty, it. must be said that ihe most
of It was done ln tho western section,
nnd conflned very lergely lo Eeo Dls¬
trlct. Somo good snles were mnde iu
that section, but tbo most of them
were on prlvato terms, extrcmely pri¬
vate.so much so that no ono will tell
n nowspapor mnn n word about tbo
thlngs that havo been doing, except
ln n general way.

Some Things Learned.
However, lnformatlon ijp. sifted

through tho snnds of real e.tato rctl-
cence to tho effect that J. B. Elnm &
Co. hnve sold tn James D. Crump a
splendid lot on Monument Avenuo, be¬
tween Mendow and Alllson Street3,
which fronts flfty feet on the avenuo
nnd runs bnck 150 feet. Thc prlco paid
by Mr. Crump ls not given, but tbe
lnformatlon that ho bought for tho
purpose of Immedlato bulldlng has
leaked out. It is known that this gen-
tleninn has bad hls eyo on tho avenuo
for some tlmo, nnd wns onty waitinghls chanco to get nn ellgiblc" lot for a
homo residence

Messrs. Elam & Co. havo aiso sold
prlvately thlrty feet on Park Avenuo
to Mrs. Mngglo E. Slaughter, for $510,
nnd sixty feet on Park Avenue to Mr!
lt. J. Slaughter, for $1,080. Two nttrnc-
tlvo <omes will be ercctcd upon theso
Jots nt once. They have also sold to
Mr. Herbert D. Nuckols No. .10 Wost
Marshall Streot, for $3,200, ind olso
No. 11 West Loigh Street, for ?1,S00.

Busy Builders.
Tho demand for small housos and

lots upon which to erect oinnll homes
conllnuos, and thero can be no doubt
of the fact that tho demand is fnr
and nway ahend of tho supply. Thls
is not golng to bo the caso always,
however. for It Is known that a num¬
ber of Richmond capltalists aro very
nenrly on tho point of gettlng to¬
gether ln a schemo to form a syndlcate
to moot thls demand. The thing is
easily enough done. All that is requlred
is a good llttlo plln of money, backed
by a healthy bnnk of ncrve, nnd a
roasonable sioek of buslnoss Judgment.
A syndicato thua backed could do a
vnst deal for tho upbulldlng of Rich-
inond. and lncldontally lt would mako
splendld dividends.

Bulling operntlons were novor more
nctivo thnn right now. There Is, ot
eoui'so, a great deal of talk about tho
advanced pricos of ull man nor of build¬
ing materlal, and not a llttle mouthlng
nbput tho Incrensod demands of tho
bibor olemont for highcr wnges, nll
of which, as a matter of course, in¬
creaso tho cost cf bulldlng, but nll
tho snrne thero Is 'not n contrnctor ln
nll of Richmond nnd Manchestor who
hns not hls hnnds full, and renlly
moro work on hand than ho enn pos-
sibly hope to comploto withln tho tlmo
"nomlnated ln the bond."
Tho suburbs nro hb actlvo as thny

havo been at any tlmo thls season, and
thls in splto of tho fact thnt rniny
wouther, whleh Is supposed to bo dls-
astroiiH to suburbnn real estale deal¬
ing, hns prevalled protty muoli all of
tiio week,

ln spito of tho raln and the storni.,
tho suburbs nro unusually beautiful
nnd nttrnctlvo at thls sonson of the
year, nnd cholco proporlics nre lioln^
rnpldly tnkon by tho.homeseoker. Oin-
ter 1'nrk ls gettlng a largo shnro nf
tho buslnoss, nnd tho prospocts for nn
netlvo niurkot this sensou aro niosl
llaltorlng. Anntlinr Chiiniberlayno Ave¬
nuo lot has beon sold this weok to a

gontlomnn connectod wlth tho Cliesa-
pcako nnd Ohio Itnilroad. Ilo Is plun-
ning to erect a hundsomo homo in tho
nenr futuro, Mrs. ilolon T. Trilton
has let tho contruet for lior now resd-
donco, to bo built on Bomlnnry Avonun,
nenr itonnlo Avenuo. It will bo a htuid-
fiomo bulldlng, I'ully orjuipped with all
modorn eonvenloneos,
Tho resldenco of Mi', S. lUilhorfoorc

Itnwo ls rnpldly noarliuy conipletion
nnd Mr. John Garlnnd Follnrd ls pre-
piil'lng to bulld nt once.

liinter Fnrk Is oxcoptlonully w.oll lo<

t_oi»U_ucd ou Tenth I'ago.)

Report of First Twelve Months'
Business Most Eiiccruraging and

Proispects Bright.

ADDITION TO THE SURPLUS

Dividend of Ncarly Nijie Per
Cent. Thus Applicd.Stock¬

holders Interested.

BLACKSTONE. VA., Mny 11..Th«
annual moetlng of the stockholders of
tho People's Bank, of thls plaee, ihe

youngest financial Institutlon of Black.

stone, was hold thls week. This bank
was orgnnlzed ono year ago, with a

capital stock of $35,000, and to-day has
a business of a llttlo abovo $100,000,
with $00,000 on deposit. A dividend ot
ncarly nlno per cent, was declared and
carried to surplus, givlng a surplus
of $2,800. Thero wero a largo number
of stockholders presNpt, und a most
onthusiostie nnd encouraging moQling
was hnd. Great satlsfactlon wns ox-

piessed on nll sldes wlth the year'a
work of the bank, and tho prospects
for a brlght, nnd successful your nro
of the flrst ordor, The stockholders nnd
directors show a koen interest ln tho
progross und prospority of tho bank,
,nnd aro nlwnys <n tho nlert when a
new doposltor Is to bo hnd. All of tho
old directors nnd olllcers wero ro-
eleeted, which nre as-follows: Presi¬
dent, John S. Epes; First VJee-1'rosi-
dent, T. C. Maddux; Seeond Vioe-l'i'osl-
dent. C. U Carler; Cashler, W. M.
White; Assistant Cashler, 11. 13. Jonos;
Attoriiey, \V, Moneuro Grnvntt; Dlreo-
lors: John S. Eppes, J. 15. Jones, C. ],.
Cartor, W, E. Coploy, W I. Jones, O.
II, Wllllnmson, Wllfred O. Epe's, 1>.
\V. Porkli)3, R. II, Frederlckson, Dr.
\V. C. Archer, M. A. Jones, Frnnk
Whlto, T. C. Maddux, Sl. H. Jonos and
Flllll Boper. Tho hnnking houso ls now,
woll oquipped nnd up-io-dnlo lu every
particular, nnd Its inrgo lobby lu the
renr ia a great eonvonience, to friends
of tho institutlon ns a meeting- plu.c
for tho transuctlon of business.

HENRY COUNTY FAIR.

Exhibits This Year Will Be Re>
ceived from Larger Territory,

[Spoclal tn Tho Tlmes-nuimtch.]
MAUTINSVIU.M, VA., May 11.--At i

ineetlng of the dlrcclor/s of the Ilenr:
County Fulr Association, held hero'ro-
cently, lt was dotennined to open tlu
fulr thls fnll to exhibits from tho couiv
tles of Plttsylviinln, Kranklln aml Pat
rlck, ill Virglnla, nnd SUokes and Rouk
highum, in North Carolina, as well a
to Henry county. Tho fulr last fall wa;

li deehled success, nnd no offort wlll hi
spared to nmko tiio eomlng falr evei
niore of u success tlian tliat ot' last yeat

EXTENSIQN OF

Virginia, West Virginia and Ken¬
tucky Sections Getting Nearcr

to the Market.

COAST LINE'S. NEW ROUTE

No End to Southern Development
and Progress.New Business

Everywhere.

[Special to The TImes-Dlspatch.]
BAI_TlMOREk May 11..Correspon-

dence ln thls week's issuo of tho Man¬
ufacturers' Record from West Vir¬
ginia polnts tell of industrlal under-
takings ih that State typlcal of actlvl-
tles in tho South gonorally. Deslgned
to open up more fully tho Potts Creek
iron Held, ln Alleghany county, Vn,, and
Monroo county, W .Va., ls an oxten-
slon of tho Blg St.ony Railroad, the
contract for which has ben let pro-
vlding for tbo completion of a llno
twenty-elght mlles long wlthln slx
months. Thls extension of the road,
which leaves tho Norfolk and Wostorn
Railway at the moutli of Blg Stony
Creek, wlll carry It into tho heart ol
tho big field of flno homatlto which, It
ls estlmatod; will yield 400,000,000 tons
of oro, and It is expected tliat' in ad¬
dltlon to tho rehahilitntion of nn o|ct
furnaco ot Graliunj, two mlles west of
Bluefiold, In tlmo for thu flrst sbip-
luonts of tho oro, stoel rall mllls nnd
other plnnts for turnlng the plg Itito
merchantablo stuff, wlll be orected,

Chestnut Timber.
Opernting in other ooimtlos of West

Virgfnla and ln Kentucky Is'n com¬

pnny of tho former Stato rapldly o.s-

tending Its liulustry of gottlng out
chestnut poles for .<_cphone, telogniph
nnd trolley us'os, nnd also for rnlli'ond
tles, tlius glving uddillonal conimerclal
valuo lo tho great supply of chestnul
wood ln tho Southern Appalachlnus
Clieap natural gus contlnues to attraci
liuluslries to the capital of Wost Vir¬
glnla, nnd among tiio latest Is a glasi
inanufactui'lng company eomlng tr
Chiii'leston from tho Indluna gas holt
whleh will'omploy about. 100 sklllec
workmen ln five iliuildlngs whlols lt W
to oroot, ranglng in slao from 300 b>
120 foot to 40 by 05 foot. Other ln-
dustrlos conloniplated for tho siinn
plneo ui'o n large plant to miiiiufaclun
eoncroto blocks, n plnnlng nnd lunihei
mlll, n shoot stoel rolltiig inill, n fniin-
dry und machine shop und a fruit Jai
factory, tbe. undortukers htullng prln-
cipally from Ohio nnd indinna.
From Augusta to Chattanooga.
The- placing of an ordor- for 40,00i

tons of steel rnl| by (ho Savtinnuh, Au¬
gusta and Nurtlioni lt'a|lwuy Compnny
-,-___-f..:--,-:_-

(Contlnaed on Second Pa__)

GOOD COWS PAY
MORE THAN COTTON

Demand in North Carolina for
More Milkers and Less of

Fleecv Substance.

IBUTTER MARKET ENCOURAGirNG

Those Who Have Investigated
Urge Farmers to Look t,o

Their Interest.

The following from the Raleigh
News-Observer is attractlng no llttle
attentlon in' tho Old North'State, and
is worth attentlon anywhere in tho
South:
Tho demand for good butter mado

at home ls great in Raleigh, Golds-
boro, Nowbern, Wllson, and ovory oth¬
or town In Eastern North Carolina.
Every dalryman near Raleigh who
makes good butter has standing orders
for moro than ho can supply. The
farmers In the cotton scctions havo
devoted themsolves too excluslyely to

growing .cotton,, often thinklng tho
soil- and- climate was not woll adapted
to stock-rnlslnk- As a mattor of fact,
those. farmers who have;raised stock
and glven.personal attentlon to dalry-
ing havo succeeded better than those
who havo devoted themsolves' exclu¬
slvely to raising cotton.' Thls week's
Progresslvo Farmer quotos Mr.«C.
Moore, president of tho Stato Cotton
Growers" Association, as saylng:
"Tho. samo. energy applled. to . tlie

cow that ls put into cotton on the
averago farm in Eastern or Cotton
Carolina will pay two dollars .from tho
cow whoro ono comes from cotton. By
actual' and correct accounts covorlng
a -perlod of twenty years at fnrming.
I know that the cow is the better
divldend-payer of the two."

Cominontlng on thls obsorvation of
Mr. Mooro, after traveling all over
Eastern North Cnrollna aud leadlng
in tbo flght of the farmors for better
prices for their cotton, tho Farmer
says hls stntoment "rlngs liko a sllver
dollar strlklng a atono pavomont," and
adds:

"Tho tremendous strides in our In¬
dustrlal development, bulldlng whole
factory vlllages almost in n nlght and
nuiklng over towns and cltles,ln a day,
uro ereatlng clamoroua morkets -.'at
our very doors. Enst w_»}k wo referred
to the caso of a slnglo Richmond flrm
tluit sent $1,800 to New York Stato for
inllk In n slnglo month. ln Mr. _...<_.
Wmle's nrtlcle thls week mentlon. is
mado of the eensus fact that tho South
Atlunth: States send away $.,000,000 a

your for dalry products. W"'ltlng from
Wllmlngton, Mr. C, C. Mooro glves boiik

Strlklng stntotnents showing tho hun-
ger'of tho poople ln thnt clty, in Dur-
hnm, und In 'Washliigton, N. C.^ "for
eleun, sweel country inlllc and but¬
ter." ?

Tho iiiulerlylng ronspii why tho far¬
mers have not golie moro Into the dalry
business Is thal it hns lioon dllllcult to
got cnpable labor. Tho most of tho
avallablo lnbor bus beon tralned to
riilso cotton. That lleocy staplo can
sland moro noglect nnd poor oultlva-
tlon thnn nny othor crop, Farmers
tho world over grow tho ciyip that
thoir labor Is trnined to uultivnto,
That'H ..why Eustorn furmers go littlt
Into dAlrylug; thu traluod labor ls
n'ut at liaud, Hut tliero aro inniiy moro
flno cows lu the Eust thjui ever beforo;
thoro aro moro prosporous i|ulr|.o_; far¬
mers who havo tho det'ormlhntlon und
putlonco ii'vp tralulng labor from thu
lopso nietlmd in coltoil oultivatlnii to
tiio I'lfiinllnes.s und caro nocdud ln the
dalry ludtistry; and tho' hu.c.bs of
muny is un tncentlve to othoro,
Moro eows nnd less pqtton ls ono

noed of- Kust.ni North Cuvollftu ugrj-
culturo,

FRESH INTEREST
IU DRY SUBJECT

Study of Dirt and Dust Gathcrcd
from All .Over the -United

.States.

UNCLESAM WANTS THE EARTH

Millions Involved in the Work
of Bureau of

Soils.

WASHINGTON, May 11..In the cabi-
nets- 6f .tlie Bureau of Solls, a part o
Unclo Sam's Department of Agrlculture
ls to bo seen tho most extenslvo. collec-
tlon of dirt.unless'possibly In the streeti
of New York or Richmond, to bo founc
in Nortli America. The subjoel to tln
vlsltor looks a very dry one. In a sensi
It ls so, for If tho tops should suddenl>
bo removed from tho almost innumerabli
llttlo glass bottles In which thq_specimon.
of soll and subsoil aro prcserved, nnd
Kiirring broeza should be sat whirring ii
tlio room, n mlniature examplo of .th
comblned dust of tho Unlted States couh
be ralsed ln a way to mako ono who ha
journcyod ln summer tlme from Malne.t
Southern California apprecluto that it 1
possiblo to got tho effect of travolini
lntenslvely wltliout stlrrlng a foot.
'Most peoplo, of course, aro interestei

ln dirt nnd dust only to avold them, bu
tho young seientists In governmerital em

ploy aro to-day croating a new selenc
through study of tho llttlo buncheB o

earth that are pulled up b.v "soll augers'
from every dlstrlct of our domlnlon. j

typlcal area Is selected, tho flold worker
go ovor lt, jlrlvlng wlth thelr borlng ap
pnratus tlown to the bottom of the soll
horo perhaps 12 Inches from tho surfncc
there 3 or 4 feet. Tho reddish, brow:
or gray results of tholr dlgglng aro sen
to the central bureau ln Washlngtoi
thero to become part of a pennanent an

rnplilly growing oollectlon. Thls classl
lleation is ono of imnionse vnluo to soion
tlllc mon, as woll as to nll tho agrlcul
tural intorosts of tho country, and on
thift ls now, tbrough tho co-operatlon c

tho oxperts worklng under Chlef Whit
ney's supervlslon, ,belng reduced to
moro deflnlto scheme of classlllcutlo
thnn any ever mado before.

Study of Dirt.
It ls, at all evonls, charncterlstlc o

tho co-o))eratton that ls posslblo botwoe
tho experts ln tho govorninent servic
nnd' tho modern unlverslty that ono c.
tlio canilldates for (j*t) at tho hlghc
dogroos of the George Washington Unl
vorslty, Georgo N. Coffoy, in charge t
the work of tho Bureau of SoIIb, sho'ul
bu gathoriiijj froni hls dnlly labot-H un
from study under omiuent solentlsta ih
matorlal neoossary for a thosls upon thi
Important subjoot of soll classilloatloi
Worklng with tlio usslstauco of two ni
thorlUcH ln speolul llnes who nro niem
bors of tlio fnculty of thn Georgo Wash
Ington Unlverslty, l'rof. ly-orgo P, Mui
ril1, head curator of tlio Department t
Goology of tho Unlted Stules Musmu
slnco 1897, nnd Professor Clevoluud Abbi
nuitoorologlst nnd founder of tho tlrst dall
weathor report in tho Unltod Status, 1
whom tha press of tho sovontles nn
I'lghtlos kni«w ns "Old I'riibabllltles," Al
Coffey ls endoavorltig to classlfy tho n
suIIh "f tlio Inbors of n wholo gonerntlo
of govornmontul Invosllgiitors iu u vei
liuportiint lioltl.
Kor siieli unUertaklngH uro njubli moi

I'losoly oonnocted wlth cver.v-duy II:
tluiii might nppour on tho aiirfaoo, MI
llous upon inilllonK ol' dollars havo lioc
wnstt'd by Anii'rloa;i fariui'is, Ignorui
of the oupabtlltles of dinVr.-nt solls,
Just the snnio wuy, lliut iiillllims of du
hu-H are wastecl auiiuiilly ln eiluuatlon
puronlH who full (o npprecliiio lliut chl
ilroii uro not nll .;lll(o.

Soils/and Folks,
Imleeil, tlio s-leiitlsls of tllq Bureau

Solls wlll tel| you that thu vurious ourll
aro not no unliko thu humiiu belngs tlu

(Contlnued 'on Tenth l'u

USES OF AN AGENT
FOR REAL ESTATE

Carefully-Sclectcd Expert in Bct
ter Position to Manager In-

vestmcnts Than Owner.

BUSINESS OF AGENT ASCIENCI

Richmond Ofiers Inducements tt

Realty Investors.Now the
Time to Build.

Asldo from tho erectlon of modor
mercantllo bulldlngs by prlvato cot

porato capital, tho Investment of man
mlllions of dollars ln realty enterprlse;
on tho basl- of tlie ordlnary rates c
Interest received from other hlgh!;
ratod securities, ls the best possibi
proof of tho growlng favor with whlc
thn modern ofllco, mercantllo or npar
ment buildlngs nro looked upon 1:
mnny of th,o wealthiest and most coi
servatlvo indlvidunls and estates ha->
Ing fUnds seeklng Investment..
Wlth every hlgh-c,lass modern inves

moat property, whether lt be elTlee, lo
or upartment bulldlng, the dlfflcultli
of mnnngement increaso with exni
prbportlbh to nn Investor's ability
deal wlth hls tenants nnd omployes, tl
numbor of tenants to bo donlt wlth ar
tho number of offlces, lofts or npnr
ments to superviso nnd keop rented ar
In proper condltlon of repair.
Tho gross lnconio rocelved' from

modern property should .detormino 1
valuo, but as tho net Inco'ina. is tl
vltal point of lnternst, and ns thls cs
bo lossened or'lncrensed' accordlng
tho knowledgo, capablllty and honest
of Its mnnagomont, expcrlonco in th
branch of business, comblned wli
honosty of purposo nnd justlflab
oconomy in the administratlon of a
fairs ot an investment property, are tl
determinlne faetors In tho questlc
of Its flnal valuo to nn investor wl
is usually wllUng to walt a term
years for liis Increaso In land valu
pnpvlded ho obtnins a fnir and suit;
blo incomo moanwliile.
Comparatlvely few of tho ownoi

of largo and valunblo investment pro;
ortios attempt tiio mnnngement
thom, but prefor plnclng them ln tl
hands of a trusted nnd capablo loc
agent, tb whom authorlty ls glvon
agont, to make nnd exocuto leases, co
lect ronts, employ nll labor. order r
pnlrs nnd silpplles, audlt nnd pay t

bllls, adjust differences wlth tenan
nnd attond to all matters ln conneetb
wlth tho property, havlng all tl
powors of a solo and absoluto aget
exceptlng ln tho matter of mortgngli
nnd othorwlso dlsposlng of the pro

t orty.
Agent Is Important.

Tho cholco of an agont Is a mo
important matter, nnd as an lione
and capablo managlng olllcoi* ci

readily suvo tho ownor many tlm
tho amount of tho commlsslons pn
for servlces, It Is novor tlie pnrt
wlsdom to "Hqu.o.o" thls roward do\
to a low poroentngo,
Dopondlng upon tho charact

and valuo of the proporty, such coi
mlsslons usually vary from between
and 5 por cont. on tho total amount
rent aetually colluoted oach month.
An honost und experlencod agont c

aftord to tnko chargo of,thoso pr
portlos nt theso rates. An unscrup
lous ugont can out thoso ratos
practlcally nothing nnd procuro larg
t'owards than IUh hlghor priced a
moro particular computitor.for ma
opportunltloH aro offered an agent
ereato unnocossary supp'.y bills for t
for tho Bako of personnl ommlsal
ol'forod him. Wlierovor thls prnotleo
Btoopod to lt cannot bo too seven
condemnod.

Negligence Not Excusable.
Ownors who refuso to tnko ndvn

tugo of thoir ability to vlslt und c
amlno their^proporties nt lenst once
month. aud nlso to carefully nudlt t
stiitoinents of ronta and vucancl
supply and repajr bills rondorod en
month uro gullty of gross curelos
iiess antl nvoreonfldonce. Tlierefoi
thoy should not nitaok tho merlts
woll-maiiagod real estate morely l
causu of pot'Bonol Indliroronco of tlu
own Interosts, which they cmi nld a

snfely guuid wlth a vory llttlo n

tOlltlOU. Nogllgelicn lu such iuatt.
ls nover QXCUBUblO.
Whllo thls question of ugciuy u

miinugoiucnt ls of vltal Imporianco
tiio valiui of all lnvcstinent propertr
It ls a matter to whleh luany owiu
gjyp but li11lo "ntteiitlon, often pi
ferlng to trust the ninnugeinont lo
resbleilt supelilltendeilt Of Janit
wiio, whllo ho may bo n good mecbui

(,1'ontluued on Telilh Pugo.)

F
SCHOOL US WELL

Thc Norfolk and Western
Railway Booming Vir¬

ginia Practically,

EXPERIMENTS ARE
DEMONSTRATING

Farm Near Ivor, in Surry Countyj
ls a Farming High School
That ls Tcaching Old Vir¬

ginia and Bringing
in New
Folks.

[Spcclul From a Staff Corrcspondcnt.]
IVOR, VA., May 11..Tlie Norfolk

and Western Rallway Company ls, so

far as Tho Times-Dispatch ls inform-
ed, tho plonoer ln Southern railroads
in the mattor of introduclng now Ideas
ln farming. It Is tlie ilrst railroad ln
tho South, and the only ono thus far
to adopt tho system. which was set *

on foot ton or moro years ago by two
promlnent Western railroads in ustab-
llshing experimental farms of thelr
own. When tho old Norfolk and Peters¬
burg Rallroud was bullt, way yonder
boforo tho war, lts offlcors wlsely pur-
cliased, at a nomlnnl tlguro, a largo
tract of land ln Surry county, near
what is now Ivor Station. Its only
object in purchnslng thls land was
to securo the plno, cypress and oalc
trees on It to bo cut down and used
.as fuel in the old-tlme wood-burnlng
onglnes. Tho company Is now puttlng
this land to tho best purpose, perhaps,
any Vlrglnla land has evor yet boen
dovotetl. In other words, lt has estab¬
llshed there nn experimental farm, and
lt is a unlque establishment ln the
South. Tho farm is undor tho general
jnnnagement of Mr. P. II. LaBaume,
agrlcultural and tndustrlal agont ot
the road. Whllo tho tract contains some
1,200 aoros, only 300 aro dovoted strlct-
ly to this experimental furm's pur-
poses.

It.ls proper to say In tho heglnnlng
thnt: the Norfollc and Wcstern's Ideas
in ostabllshlng and oporatlng thls
furm were to improve tho stock in thls
sectlon of Virginia, to demonstrato
that good cattle,' better horsos, better
liogs, a higher class of chlckens, etc,
etc.. would bo ln tlio long run very
proll.tnble to. tho farmor. Another los-
snn.the fnrm ls lntended to teach by
actual iloinonstratlon ls thnt tho Vir¬
ginia fariner, ospecially. ho of tlie pea-
nul-growlng socllon of the Stato,. can
and must dlyerslfy hls crops, and the
furm is nlroady domonstrating to tho
peoplo tliat they car. ralse something
mori thnn peanuts; that a rotntlon ln
crops and a general diversity of pro-
ducts nro neoossary to avoid a strlng-
onoy and hard tlmes when one crop
fails. To put lt polntcdly, the Norfolk
nnd Western oxporlmontal farm at
thls place is teaching tho old, old los-
son that it Is bad pollcy to put all
your oggs In one basket. Tho Norfolk
and Westorn b'as spent a groat doal
of money ln puttlng thls farm ln
shapo and equipplng it with tho neces¬

sary paraphernalla to domonstrate Mr.
LaBaume's advancod Ideas, and lt hris
not nearly completed thlsvwork yet.

Visible Results.
However, much has been accompllsh-

ed, and thero ls now upon tho placo a

splendid farmhouse, completed last Do¬
comber, which contains fourteen rooms,
supplied wlth liot nnd cold water, the
wator being pumpod from an .artesian
well 250 feot doep, and conveyed
through the farmhouse and nll ot the
outbulldlngs by the* pneumatlo pres-
sure system. There is not a'houso ln
Richmond, or ln ar.y Virginia clty,
tliat more comfortably or more con-
venlenUy. nrrnnged thnn thls farm¬
house, 'which ls a domonstratlon of It-
self tliat wlll make tho farming com-
munity open wide its oyos, and teach
a great many tlllors of tho soll in
.Surry and adjolnlng countlos that lt
ls just as easy for the farmor to-
mako himself comfortablo In his sur-
roundlngs ns lt is for tho clty man
to do so; ln fact, lt ls a great doal
easier for him to do just that thlng,
for the farmor has all tlio forcos of
nature to aid him.

The Cost Of It.
It Is easy onough for somobody to

say: "But tho Norfolk und Western
hus plenty of money to provido theso
unusuai and npparently unnatural com¬
forts in a farmhouse." True enough,
but tho actual expenso account shown
to mo to-day by Mr. LaBaumo wlll
provo that, perhaps. wjflv the exooptton
of tho artesian woll, which, of courso,
Is costly, and wlth one or two other
oxcoptlons of a mlnor charncter, this
farmhouse has cost tho company not
a cent moro, Jf as much, as tho averago
tarmhotiso in any part of Vlrglnla has
cost tho farmor who bullt it. As a
mattor of courso, Mr. LaBaumo has
taken a great doal of prido ln fur-
ulshlng tlio fnrmhouso somowhat elab--
orntely, und lu that way has perhaps
Invostc-d more money than tho aver¬
ago farmor' would put In a slnglo
house, but that Is not to bo counted
whon you como to enumurato tho actual
neuossnry oxponse,

Improved Outbuildings.
Tho noxt largest bulldlng on tha

placo Is a comblnation cattle and horse
barn. Thls of Itsolf ls a lesaon tho
Vlrglnla farmors can travel mlles to
learn. It ls a splendid farm bulldlng
with honvy coment doors, supplied.
with guttors and othor arrungomenta
for saving both llqutd nnd solld ma-
nuros, thoBe guttors leudlng to a eo-
niont-llued plt for llquld, and a cov-
orod plt for solld manuroB, Thls is
onough to oxplaln to tho avorngo
rendor that thls farm has beon lald
out wlth an iilou of-saving evorythlng,
and puttlniv lt to. ita propor uso, In
tlm courso of liino tho farm wlll havo
lts own fortllhiur factory, Tlie barn
ls a modol establishmout, thu stulls
bolng so urrangod tliat tho horses ou
ono sldo and the cattlo on tha othor
aro nt all. se.asons of tlio year us com.

forlabty housod us the pooplo ln tho
model fnrmhouso.

In Lieu of Grass,
Mr. LaBaume is now havlng erocted

n lUO-wii sllo ln preservo given fee<l
for euuie, lt U u. woll-luiowu fuo^


